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Local Historical Societies 

TN the introductory article to the first number of this maga- 
*■ zine we expressed the hope that we might do something 
toward promoting the work of local historical societies. We 
cannot say at this writing that we are particularly encouraged. 

So far as we have been able to learn local societies have, 
at one time or another, been organized in the following coun- 
ties : St. Joseph, Henry, Randolph, Delaware, Hamilton, 
Carroll, Wayne, Martin, Putnam, Parke and Clark. Our at- 
tempts to gather information concerning the origin, history 
and accomplishment of these societies resulted with most of 
them, in nothing. Some of them, we know, have ceased to be. 
The Putnam County organization, for instance, has been out 
of existence some ten years, but its archives are still preserved 
by one of the original members, and from them we secured 
the article on "Revolutionary Soldiers" published in this 
number. In similar collections esewhere there are doubtless 
many valuable papers which should not be wholly lost, and 
which would not be if those having them in custody would 
but render a very small service. On another page we explain 
a plan of the State Librarian to collect as exhaustive a bibli- 
ography as possible of Indiana material, both published and 
unpublished. Upon application he will send copies of a 
printed form on which the description and location of such 
material may be set forth for the benefit of any student along 
certain lines who may be interested in it. If these papers 
of non-existent societies were handed over to the keeping of 
the State Library it would much increase their chances of use- 
fulness. But even a knowledge of them in private possession 
is desirable. 

From societies now existing, which we tried to reach with 
letters of inquiry, there were but few responses. The most 
circumstantial informaton received was from the Wayne 
County organization, and for this reason, and because it would 
seem to be an excellent model for those contemplating new 
organizations, we here deal fully with it. 
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This society has rooms in the court house, where it has 
begun the collection of a library and historical museum; and 
contributions, such as old letters, manuscripts, pictures, books, 
pamphlets, relics, or anything that will illustrate the history 
and progress of the country, are solicited. It holds four meet- 
ings a year, at various places in the county, and to these the 
general public is invited. The program of 1904, which is be- 
fore us, gives an idea of the character and scope of these meet- 
ings, and we here copy it in substance. 

February 2J (in the rooms of the society in the Court 
House, Richmond). 1 — The Early Railroads of Richmond, by- 
Mr. James Van Dusen. 2 — Original Poem, by Rev. Luke 
Woodard. 3 — Report of the New Orleans meeting of the 
American Historical Association, by Mr. Jesse S. Reeves. 
4 — Report of a visit to the Henry County Society, by Mrs. 
Helen V. Austin. 

May 21 (High School, Cambridge City). 1 — The Whisky 
Frauds of 1876, by Dr. Joseph W. Jay. 2 — History of Dairy- 
ing in Wayne County, by Mr. W. S. Commons. 

August 2j (Meeting House, Fountain City. All day 
meeting, devoted to the Pioneer Industries of the county). 
1 — Papers on Field Industries. 2 — Papers on Household In- 
dustries. 3 — Papers on Industrial Amusements. 

November 10 (Rooms of the Society). 1 — Prominent Ed- 
ucators of Wayne County, by Prof. Lee Ault. 2 — The Wayne 
County Argonants of '49 and '50, by Prof. Cyrus W. Hodgin. 

Other noteworthy papers, given in 1903 were on the Old 
National Road; Historic Houses of Centerville; Early Mills 
of Wayne County and the Geological History of Wayne Coun- 
ty. These papers, as we understand, are all carefully pre- 
served by the curator of the society in its room, and a number 
of them, doubtless, contain interesting historical data not to 
be found elsewhere. 

Another feature of the Society's work is the publishing 
once a year of a historical pamphlet contributed to its ar- 
chives. Two of these, thus far, have been issued, "The Nam- 
ing and Nicknaming of Indiana," by Prof. Cyrus W. Hodgin, 
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and "Institutional Influence of the Germans in Richmond," 
by Fred J. Bartel. The membership dues are fifty cents a 
year. 

The Constitution of this society may be secured by send- 
ing to Prof. Cyrus W. Hodgins, Richmond, Ind. 

Since writing the above we have received reports from 
the Henry and Monroe County societies, through the kindness 
of Mr. Benjamin S. Parker, of New Castle, and Prof. J. A. 
Woodburn, of Bloomington, whose letters we add. The first 
of these organizations is among the oldest, and the latter the 
newest, we believe, among our local societies. 



Henry County Historical Society 

The Henry Count}- Historical Society held its 19th annual 
meeting at its building in Newcastle on Saturday, April 29th, 
1905. As the above statement indicates, this society was or- 
ganized and began active work in 1887. Its constitution pro- 
vides for two meetings with papers, addresses, discussions, 
music, etc., in each year. As with other similar societies, it 
has been indebted, during much of its career, to the efforts 
of a few persons for its continuous existence and progress. 

The hope of its founders, and those who have since carried 
forward its work, has been to collect and preserve in an easily 
accessible shape, the history of every townshio, town, village, 
and country neighborhood, from the first setlement forward. 
The society also seeks to illustrate the life of the country and 
its people, through the various changes and steps of progress, 
by a collection of earlier and later industrial implements, 
household and kitchen utensils, natural history specimens, and 
whatever may serve to give to the present and future genera- 
tions, correct ideas as to the method by and through which 
the county has been improved and the people have progressed. 

Taking advantage of the law passed by the State Legis- 
lature in 1901, the society applied to the Board of County 
Commissioners and County Council for an appropriation to 
purchase or build a home for the society and its collection. 
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An appropriation of $5,000 was promptly made. Soon after 
an unexpected event occurred. In order to close up and set- 
tle the estate of the late General William Grose, the adminis- 
trator offered at a very low figure the splendid residence prop- 
erty of the General. Upon the appearance of the advertise- 
ment the late W. H. Adams began a movement to secure the 
home, including one acre of ground for the use of the society. 
The Commissioners were called together, then the County 
Council met in special session, and in about a fortnight, the 
county of Henry became the owner of the property for the use 
of its Historical Society. The fine mansion not only furnishes 
large space for the society's collection and library (which now 
contains about 800 volumes), but also provides a residence 
for the custodian. While a full historical collection is sought 
for, the managers are taking great care not to cumber the 
space with mere "old junk." A place must have some other 
merit than age to make it worth preserving. It must be part 
of an illustrative chain that elucidates some branch or portion 
of the country's life, past or present, to be acceptable. Small 
appropriations have been made, year after year, to this soci- 
ety, but up to the present a considerable per cent, of the ap- 
propriations thus made have gone back to the county treasury 
unused, so that the cost of maintenance has, thus far, been 
but trifling to the county. The society pays its own running 
expenses except the cost of light, water and fuel, and the 
maintaining of buildings and grounds. 

The 19th annual meeting was a very enjoyable one and 
very well attended. Its principal features consisted of a 
fine address upon the preservation of local history by the re- 
tiring President, Mr. John Thornburgh ; an exceedingly inter- 
esting letter from Mrs. S. A. Pleas, (now of Florida) widow 
of the naturalist, Elwood Pleas, one of the promoters of the 
society ; a splendid address delivered by Judge L. C. Abbott, 
of Richmond, representing the Wayne County Historical So- 
ciety, upon ''Life in Washington Fifty Years Ago;" a local 
paper, entitled a "History of Clear Spring," a well-known 
neighborhood of the county, by Miss Orabell Shaffer, and a 
unique series of caricatures and illustrations of the early life, 
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dress and manners of the people of the county by Clark 
Gordon, the Spiceland artist. 

A musical program furnished by local talent proved a 
popular feature. The fine dinner served by the ladies of New- 
castle and Spiceland, free to all, was one of the features of the 
meeting which commanded undoubted popular approval. 

The officers chosen for the ensuing year are : President, 
Clark Gordon, of Spiceland; Vice-President, Nathan T. Nich- 
olson, of Newcastle; Secretary, Miss Linnie Jordon, of New- 
castle; Treasurer, Benjamin F. Koons, of Mooreland; Chair- 
man Executive Committee, John Thornburgh, of Newcastle; 
Trustees, Eugene H. Bundy, Newcastle; Henry Charles, 
Spiceland ; Robert M. Chambers, Newcastle. 

Benj. S. Parker. 

Newcastle, Ind., April 30, 1905. 



Monroe County Historical Society 

On April 6, 1905, after previous conferences, a Monroe 
County Historical Society was formed in the lecture room 
of the Christian Church of Bloomington. Mr. Amzi Atwater, 
formerly professor of Latin in the University, was elected 
President, Mr. W. B. Seward, an old and well-known citizen 
of Bloomington, was made Vice-President, Mr. J. A. Wood- 
burn was appointed Secretary and Mr. Dudley Smith Treas- 
urer. Prof. S. B. Harding, of the University, Miss Minnie 
Ellis, teacher of history in the Bloomington High School, and 
Miss Margaret McCalla were made advisory members. The 
Constitution and By-Laws of the Wayne County Society were 
adopted for the use of the new society. The Monroe County 
Society expect to meet once a month and have papers from 
various members. At this first meeting of the Society Pro- 
fessor Atwater read a paper on "The University of Forty 
Years Ago." At the May meeting Judge H. C. Duncan, of 
Bloomington, will read a paper on Hon. James Hughes, one 
of the leading public men of Monroe County forty years ago. 
Mr. Seward will prepare a paper on "Old Water Mills of Mon- 
roe County," and other papers of local interest are under way. 
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The outlook for the society is good and it is hoped that there 
will be found a growing interest in its work. 

J. A. Woodburn, Secretary. 
Bloomington, Ind., May 6, 1905. 

In addition to the above we have received a copy of the 
Constitution of the Wabash County Historical Society. This 
society was organized in 1902. As we understand, it has at 
present no definite plan of active work, but in its room in the 
Court House it is gradually accumulating appropriate ma- 
terial. 

No doubt there are other local societies of which we have 
not been able to learn, and fuller information from any or all 
of these is solicited. 



An Indiana Bibliography 

A S THE result of a paper read before the Indiana Library 
Association at its last meeting by W. E. Henry, State 
Librarian, a movement has begun which has for its purpose the 
collecting of material for a bibliography of Indiana. Blank 
cards requesting information concerning bibliographical matter 
of interest to the State has been sent to editors, librarians and 
others interested in this matter over the State, and it is the 
intention of the authorities of the State Library to publish 
this information as it is collected. 

Mr. Henry was chosen by the association to act as Chair- 
man of a committee whose duty it was to organize and pro- 
ceed in the work outlined. This committee consists of W. M. 
Hepburn, librarian at Purdue University; Arthur Dransfield, 
of New Harmony; J. L. Smith, of Winchester; Miss Anna 
Nicholas, of this city; Col. R. S. Robertson, ex-Lieutenant- 
Governor; Arthur Cunningham, librarian at the State Normal; 
Miss Merica Hoagland, organizer for the public library com- 
mission; Miss Minnetta T. Taylor, Greencastle; Miss Eva N. 
Fitzgerald, librarian of the Kokomo public library; George S. 
Cottman, of Irvington, and Miss Jennie Elrod, reference libra- 
rian of the State Library. 



